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Camerata at Paulie’s Announces New Location in Oak Forest Community 

Houston, Texas (July 10, 2018) - Paul Petronella, owner of Paulie’s, Camerata at Paulie’s and partial 
owner of OKRA Charity Saloon, and Chris Poldoian, Camerata Wine Director and General Manager, are 
partnering to expand in Houston by opening a second Camerata location in the growing Oak Forest and 
Garden Oaks community.  

The 1500 sq. ft. location, to be called Camerata in the Oaks, is slated to open in Spring 2019 and will in 
many ways, mimic its sister location, Camerata at Paulie’s in the Montrose District. Designed as a retail 
wine store with 10 seats for in-store enjoyment, it will be staffed with sommeliers who hold a wealth of 
knowledge and are great at introducing new wines to accommodate various palates; carry domestic 
beer, as well beer from different parts of the world; and offer wine from lesser known regions that tell a 
story. Customers can also request cases of wine and beer and expect pre-packaged food items like cured 
meats, cheese, fresh pasta and sauces from Paulie’s, as well as sweets to enjoy at the bar or to take 
home. 

Certified sommelier, Tony Stein, will serve as Camerata in the Oaks’ General Manager. Stein, a former 
chef and baker at Common Bond in Houston and Bouchon in California, is currently is a sommelier at 
Camerata at Paulie’s and will be transferring the wine and service standards from the Montrose location 
to Oak Forest.  

“Camerata in the Oaks will mirror Camerata at Paulie's commitment to small production, high-quality, 
minimal-intervention wine,” Poldoian said. “Our goal with the wine shop is to introduce residents of 
Garden Oaks and Oak Forest to new varieties and regions in an approachable, friendly way. With a 
curated retail selection, dynamic by-the-glass program, and hyper-knowledgeable staff, we hope to offer 
the same legendary level of hospitality that guests expect from Camerata in a retail experience.” 

Sean Garrison from Garrison Designs and Chris Nguyen will be designing the new building, which will be 
part of the new development, Stomping Grounds, coming to 34th Street in the Oak Forest neighborhood. 
Stomping Grounds will be a multi-use property from Revive Development, including restaurants and 
retail with a green space that will contain outdoor activities for the neighborhood.  

2018 has been a record year for Paulie’s and Camerata. Paulie’s, notably recognized as a neighborhood 
hallmark, celebrated its 20th anniversary in April. A cookbook written by Petronella, Paulie's: Classic 
Italian Cooking in the Heart of Houston's Montrose District, commemorates the restaurant’s history, 
classic Italian recipes and lessons learned. Camerata, one of Texas’ most respected and lauded wine 
bars, is celebrating its fifth anniversary this month.  

“At the time of Paulie’s inception 20 years ago, one of our goals was to fill the need for commercial 
landscape in the River Oaks and Montrose area,” Petronella said. “Camerata opened in 2013 and we 
continued to have tremendous success in the restaurant and retail businesses. To accommodate the Oak 
Forest/Garden Oaks neighborhood’s rapid growth, we felt this was the perfect time to expand our 
vision, share our passion and knowledge with the community, and continue making our mark in the 
Greater Houston area.” 
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Camerata was named for the Florentine Camerata which served as a gathering place for great minds 
during the Renaissance. Petronella’s Italian heritage and family history in hospitality inspired the name, 
which has established itself as an unpretentious meeting place where wine enthusiasts and novices alike 
can enjoy the extensive and unique wine selection, fine charcuterie and artisanal cheeses. It strives to be 
a place of learning, be it wine, literature or history. 


